Sunday December 24, 2023 — 4" Sunday of Advent

Pastor’s Christmas Greeting Schedule for
Christmas is a time of reflection, a time to ponder the ?ansﬁ O,ﬁcic'e C[osure..s, Cﬁmmas Masses &
extraordinary gift of God's love manifested in the form of Eucharistic Adoration Junng Christmas
a humble child born in Bethlehem. This divine gift calls us to
emulate the qualities of compassion, kindness, and selflessness Sunday December 24

in our own lives. Adoration Chapel Closed

Reflecting on the past year, and even more so since | inherited
the role of Pastor in July, | continue to be filled with a deep
sense of gratitude for the spirit of generosity that has come to
define our parish community. Your dedication, faith, and
generosity have been a true blessing to the parish and to the
Church. The many vibrant ministries (too many to list) and
those dedicated to them in a spirit of service, truly reflects the
presence of Christ in each one of you who make up our faith
community. The fruit of the witness you give is evident in the
continued growth of our congregation and the programmes Adoration Chapel: opens 2:00 pm
offered here at St. Benedict’s, your spiritual home. Parish Office: Closed

Christmas Eve Masses
5:00 pm, 8:00 pm, 12 midnight
With Carol sing-along 30 minutes prior to each Mass

Monday December 25
Christmas Day Masses
8:00 am, 9:30 am Italian in church,
9:30 am English in hall, 11:00 am, 12:45 pm

As we enter this Christmas season, perhaps we can take a
moment to reflect on the words Pope Benedict XVI delivered
at an address some years ago. They are words | return to each
year at this time: in fact, these words are more of a challenge.

Tuesday December 26
Parish Office: Closed

He said, What the celebration of Christmas proposes to us, Sunday December 31

“is to let ourselves be totally transformed by the One who Feast of the Holy Family Masses
took on our flesh.” 8:00 am, 9:30 am Italian in church,
Together, as we celebrate the birth of Jesus, let us renew our 9:30 am English in hall, 11:00 am, 12:45 pm
commitment to building our parish community, one that Mary, Mother of God Eve

reflects a people who have been genuinely transformed by the Mass: 5:00 pm

One who took on our flesh. Eucharistic Adoration: 9:00 pm - 11:00 pm
On behalf of myself and the Salesian Community, may the

Christmas season fill your homes with warmth, your hearts Friday December 29

with joy, and your lives with the blessings of peace and love. Parish Office: Closes at 12:00 pm
Wishing you and your families a Merry Christmas and a

New Year filled with hope, happiness, and the continued grace Monday january 1

of our Lord. Mary, Mother of God Masses

Fr. Sean. McEwen, SDB

8:00 am, 9:30 am Italian in church,
9:30 am English in hall, 11:00 am, 12:45 pm

Adoration Chapel: opens 2:00 pm
Parish Office: Closed

Sunday January 7
Epiphany Masses:
8:00 am, 9:30 am Italian in church,
9:30 am English in hall, 11:00 am, 12:45 pm

Adoration Chapel: opens 2:00 pm

Monday January 8
Baptism of the Lord Mass: 8:00 am
Parish Office: Open Regular Hours

Salesian Community Left-Right: Fr. Enzo Trigatti, Fr. Branden Gordon,
Fr. Sean McEwen, Fr. John Puntino, Fr. Iguintz Calixte.
Top-Bottom: Fr. Frank Kelly, Fr. Joseph Ho, Fr. Drago Gacnik (Hamilton)

Follow us on Facebook & Instagram ~ :
n St Benedict Parish I@l stbenedictparishetobicoke



http://www.stbenedicts.ca

Sunday December 24, 2023 — 4" Sunday of Advent

Securities as a
Charitable Gift Option

One of the most financially sound ways to support the
Archdiocese of Toronto is with the gift of securities (stocks, bonds,
mutual funds). When you donate stocks, mutual funds and other
publicly traded securities to a registered charity, you pay no
capital gains tax and receive a tax receipt for the full amount of
the gift.

It means a great tax break for you and more significant support of
your Parish and various archdiocesan charities such as Sharelife,
St. Augustine’s Seminary, The Shepherds’ Trust, and many others.

To donate securities, click this link:
https://www.archtoronto.org/en/offices-and-ministries/social-
justice--outreach/development-and-sharelife/home/gifts-of-
securities/ to download:

How to Gift Securities Info Sheet
Letter of Direction
For more information, contact our office at
development@archtoronto.org

FRIARS STUDENT WRITING CQNTEST 2024
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- AND YOUR NEIGHBOUR AS YOURSELL"
Luks gonas

Cantesi Rules:
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The theme and resources for the Week of Prayer
for Christion Linity are prepoared amd published by
Dicastery for Promoting Christian Undey (Vatican) and
Comumizsion on Faith and Crder of the World Council

Faeus (haestion for the Writing Contest (Essay) 2024
Luke 10;27 is laken from the parable of the Cuwid
Samaritan which carries a message of love, compassion,
humiliny, merey, amd 0 coliure of  enemmier  for
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And, in wlsat waya ean the churchies work wgether 1o
give witness o this good news In your elty? Conclude
wour sy with o priyer, expressing hope loe hve in
setion, capecially for those most wounded and in need of
Aha Bl anl” G Froom (e aliseiplies ol Jesus,

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS

To request a mass intention, contact Susan:
speresso@stbenedicts.ca/416-743-3830 X0

Monday, December 25

8:00am Mae & Ken Sutton by Sutton family

9:30am Annie & Amedeo Amato by Louisa (Ital/Ch)

9:30am Deceased members of Chicorili family by Kromar family (Eng/Hall)
11:00am Living Intention for Pasquale Reda by Di Felice family

12:45pm Ollie Holowaty by family

Tuesday, December 26
8:00am Leticia Montellano by family
7:30pm Ebisan Oteri by Farah-Martine Dai

Wednesday, December 27
8:00am Giuseppe Rubino by Olga

Thursday, December 28
8:00am Fr. Ryszard Cyman by Marcelli family

Friday, December 29
8:00am  Adelia Avoledo by Marisa & Aldo D'Andrea

Saturday, December 30
8:00am Lewis McLellan by Betty

5:00pm Deceased members of the Colavecchia family by Maria Colavecchia

Sunday, December 31

8:00am  Jess Philip Fernandez Gocotano by Fernandez & Gocotano Families
9:30am  For the People (Ital/Ch)

9:30am For the People (Eng/Hall)

11:00pm Living Intention for Mary LeBlanc by Lourdes Crabtree

12:45pm Pastor’s Intention

2024 SUNDAY ENVELOPES
AVAILABLE & SORTED IN
ALPHABETICAL ORDER

Please pick up your boxed set as soon as possible in
the Church.

Do NOT use these new envelopes until the

New Year. In January 2024, ALL remaining
envelopes from 2023 and prior years should
be DISCARDED. Please contact the parish office,

if your boxed set is not available and if you wish to
receive one or if you have never been registered and
wish to do so. Finally, your co-operation in writing
your donation amount clearly on the envelope each
week is greatly appreciated by the volunteers who

= Ve My sbisulid s om i Cheme ol the Waask ol Priger Toe Christn Linily Teom the Caspel ol |uke
127, “You shall love the Lord your God ... and your nelghbour as yourself.” Please read Luke | 0:25-
17 liarm Tl iII\lr_hI ol Ui prarnble,

¢+ The conestants should consult resources of the Week of Prayer for Christion Unity 2024 6
hatpactrbpyain? and submit o 450- S00-word casay that answers the given focus question

record donations.

SUNDAY LIVING WITH CHRIST

] Thie comtestiniy must e D08 year ol aye, wnd currently enrollad inoan Ontarso Secondary. Schouol e
P ey MISSAL SUNDAY MISSALS
L] Thie ey sl e submibisd on or belfoee Monday, Janaasy 15, 3024, by 2200 pom. Lade enieles will nol
iy sl B subimalled o or eelaee Muoniday, Linuasy ¥ =Rl AU R A (R 2023-2024 ON SALE
I tcazieptical,
L] Entrics must include contestants full name, cmail sddress, phone number and name of their SchoolSchoal

IN THE PARISH OFFICE
(limited quantity left)
CosT: $5.50

Ihevircl s Dhe Tromi paghe oF thir ey,

Entries are to be submitted (@ httpst/'www.eatholicregister,orgwritingawanil, For
any encuirics contact at ecumenicaliarchioronto.org or ¢all 416-934-3400 x: 527,

YLivingwithChrist

Last Week’s Collection

Sunday Offering

(envelopes & loose only):
$7,169

Selectbon of the winners:
All submissions will be read by a pancl including professional journalists and the Director of the Chifice for Promoting
Christian Unity. Archdiocese of Toronto, and judged on overall merit.

Thank you for your

15t Place: 2udl Flace: Srd Flace: ongoing generous
Samsung Galaxy 523 1 18GE Apple AirPods Pro Sonos One (2o Cen) 1
Phangam Hlack (Ind gereration) Smart Speaker support .
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